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FAST FACTS on Literacy

SCOPE...
· More than 20 percent of adults read at or below a fifth-grade level -- far below the level needed to earn a living wage.  The National Adult Literacy Survey found that over 40 million Americans age 16 and older have significant literacy needs. 

· The National Literacy Act defines literacy as “an individual’s ability to read, write, and speak in English, compute and solve problems at levels of proficiency necessary to function on the job and in society, to achieve one’s goals, and develop one’s knowledge and potential.”

 LITERACY & CHILDREN...
· As the education level of adults improves, so does their children’s success in school.  Helping low-literate adults improve their basic skills has a direct and measurable impact on both the education and quality of life of their children.

· Children of adults who participate in literacy programs improve their grades and test scores, improve their reading skills, and are less likely to drop out.

LITERACY & POVERTY...
· Forty-three percent of people with the lowest literacy skills live in poverty; 

17 percent receive food stamps, and 70 percent have no job or a part-time job. 

· Workers who lack a high school diploma earn a mean monthly income of $452, compared to $1,829 for those with a bachelor’s degree.

EFFORTS TO PROMOTE LITERACY...
· The federal government provided $345 million dollars for adult education and family literacy programs in 1998.  The State and local investment combined was an estimated $958 million for FY 1998.  This funding enables millions of families to participate in basic education programs that help people help themselves.   

Source: The National Institute For Literacy
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