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A Must Read—Perfect Storm
You have probably hear of this report but, in case you have not read ETS’s Perfect Storm (www.ets.org/stormreport) put this in the top of your reading pile or assign it to someone to read and report.  Here are some of the high points:

· Half of America’s adults lack literacy skills needed for the 21st century
· High School Graduation rates peaked at 77% in 1969 and have remained in the 70% range since 1995.
· The U.S. is not among the world’s leaders in any area of educational achievement.
· America’s labor force will grow more slowly over the next 20 years, with almost none of the growth expected to come from native-born workers.
· 44% of births to women under 30 are out of wedlock. The majority of these births take place among women with either no high school diploma or no postsecondary education
· Jobs associated with college-level skills and education accounted for two-thirds of the job growth between 1984 and 2000.
· Average literacy scores are expected to decline between 1992 and 2030, with an increase in the amount of inequality.
· Over the next 25 years or so, as better-educated individuals leave the workforce they will be replaced by those who, on average, have lower levels of education and skill. Over this same period, nearly half of the projected job growth will be concentrated in occupations associated with higher education and skill levels. 

·  This means that tens of millions more of our students and adults will be less able to qualify for higher paying jobs. Instead, they will be competing not only with each other and millions of newly arrived immigrants but also with equally (or better) skilled workers in lower wage economies around the world. 

·  The formidable challenge for Americans will not be finding jobs, it will be finding ones that pay living wages and provide opportunities.

The web page (www.ets.org/stormreport) includes the full report, executive summary, and a power point presentation.  
Keep up the good work.  Let me know when we can help.
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