Arizona Adult Education

State Technical Assistance Review

Curriculum and Instruction:

(Assessment, Accommodations, Instruction, Instructional Resources)

	Indicator of Program Quality:  The program has assessment, curriculum and instruction designed to meet the educational needs of students with diverse educational and cultural backgrounds, and employs the Arizona Adult Education Standards.  [Reg. S461.46 (c) (2) (iii), Arizona R7-2-308 (E) (1 – 6); Arizona State Plan: Goal 1, Objective 1; Goal 2, Objective 1, Goal 4, Objective 3; Workforce Investment Act: Title II, Sections 212; 224(b)(4); 231] 

	Ratings:     0 = Unsatisfactory           1 = Beginning            2 = Approaching          3 = Meets           4 = Exceeds               N/R = Not Rated

	Descriptors:
	Unsatisfactory
	Beginning
	Approaching
	Meets
	Exceeds

	1. The program’s curricula are aligned to the Arizona Adult Education Standards. (Curriculum)
	
	
	
	Documentation of programs’ curricula alignment, student checklists, and record sheets with AZ Adult Ed. Standards copies of standards to all instructors.  
	

	2. There is a process for the development and/or review of the curricula within the program. (Curriculum)
	
	
	
	Lesson plans, student checklists and areacord sheets based on AZ Adult Education Standards
	

	3. There is a process to determine if a student has a specific learning difficulty and/or learning disability. (Assessment)
	
	
	
	Information available for referral
	

	4. The Performance/Proficiency Standards are used to indicate student progress. (Assessment) 
	
	
	
	Instructor-developed assessments, student records’ standardized tests, including all BEST and TABE materials, as well as GED assessment by publisher.  
	

	5. Assessment results are shared with students and are utilized to develop and adjust individual student study plans.  (Assessment)
	
	
	
	Initial and on-going assessments to determine student progress, goals and study plans.  
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	6. The program accommodates the needs of students with learning difficulties and/or learning disabilities.  (Accommodations)
	
	
	
	Adaptation kits on-hand; professional development training in instructional strategies; a variety of instructional materials is evident.  
	

	7. The Arizona Adult Education Standards are the basis of instructors’ lesson planning and instructional activities (Instruction)
	
	
	
	Full-time teachers – weekly lesson plans that include goals and objectives aligned to the standards.  Part-time  - session overview/syllabus aligned to the standards.  
	

	8. The program’s curriculum contextualizes and integrates instruction within the content areas to include the community, family and workplace, and incorporates critical thinking, interpersonal and communication skills.  (Instruction)
	
	
	
	Lessons that develop and integrate all components.  
	

	9. The program uses the Arizona Adult Education Standards as a guide in the selection of instructional materials. (Instructional resources)
	
	
	
	Instructional materials/textbooks purchased are aligned to the standards.
	

	10. There are sufficient instructional materials for instructors to conduct classes.  (Instructional resources)
	
	
	
	Instructional materials/resources are kept and are readily available in a central location. 
	

	11. The program has a process to involve staff in the selection of materials and evaluation of their effectiveness.  (Instructional resources)
	
	
	
	Staff are invited to participate in a committee to select materials and evaluate their effectiveness.
	

	12. Teachers employ technology in the planning and delivery of instruction.  (Instructional resources)
	
	
	
	TV, Cassette players, projectors are used to enhance lesson/material presented.  Use research skills to surf the Internet for instructional ideas with lesson development and implementation.  Technology is part of instruction – students practice and apply learning objectives.  
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	(
	Sample Documentation for Curriculum and Instruction

	
	Evidence of services for the hearing and/or visually impaired

	
	Screening instruments for learning difficulties or disabilities

	
	Tools and/or technology available to assist students in using instructional materials more effectively.  

	
	Learning styles screening tool(s)

	
	Tool to record student core and secondary goals achieved (teacher- and self-reported)

	
	Student records of assessment/progress based on Arizona Adult Education Standards

	
	Examples of teacher-developed tests demonstrating alignment to AE Standards

	
	Audiovisual and other interactive materials

	
	Books on tape

	
	Enlarged print materials

	
	A variety of instructional materials are evident.

	
	Materials that can be adapted to different levels

	
	Materials that are culturally respectful and adult oriented

	
	Contextualized materials

	
	Materials that integrate content areas

	
	Materials that involve critical thinking, interpersonal, and communication skills

	
	Evidence of computer-aided instruction

	
	Evidence of use of the Internet for instruction

	
	Evidence of program’s curricula alignment with Arizona Adult Education Standards

	
	Lesson plans based on Arizona Adult Education Standards

	
	Other:
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