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Benchmarks for Initial Implementation 

of the

Arizona Adult Education Standards Initiative

Standard: 
The Program effectively implements the Arizona Adult 

Education Standards to provide Adult Learners access to extraordinary

education.

Indicator A: 
Distributes current Standards materials to instructional staff
1. Instructional staff have current copies of Content and Performance Standards and Sample Activities

2. Instructional staff have access to Standards resources on the WEB

Indicator B:  
Familiarizes staff with  terminology and guidelines of the Standards Initiative
1. Staff understand the meaning of these terms:

· Content Standard

· Performance Standard

· Indicator

· Sub-Indicator

· Sample Activity

· Curriculum Alignment

2. Staff are familiar with these guidelines:

· Programs will use the Standards in the Instruction and Assessment of their Adult Learners

· Programs will be evaluated by the ADE/AE on the effectiveness of their implementation of the Standards

· Programs will develop Action Plans with the assistance of  their Standards Specialists for the implementation of the Standards 

· Programs will cooperate with their Standards Specialists in providing professional development for their staff in implementing the Standards

Indicator C:  
Aligns its curriculum to the Content Standards
1. Instructional staff effectively use the Content Standards as the basis of their lesson planning and instructional activities

a. Lessons and activities are planned within the context of the family, community, and/or workplace

b. Lessons and activities  integrate content areas

c. Lessons and activities use critical thinking, interpersonal, and communication skills

d. Lessons and activities allow for different learning styles

e. Lessons and activities accommodate students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities

f. Lessons and activities include instruction in computer based literacy skills

g. Lessons and activities utilize multi-media

2. The Content Standards are used as a guide in the selection of new instructional materials

3. Sample Activities using the Content Standards are shared with the Program and with the ADE/AE

Indicator D:  Uses Performance Standards as the basis of evaluation for Educational Gains
1. Instructional staff use Performance Standards in the assessment of student progress

2. Adult Learners are aware of what is expected of them to learn and how their performance and progress is measured against those expectations

3. Program maintains records utilizing Performance Standards indicating performance level and progress of Adult Learners

Indicator E:   Establishes a process to continually orient new staff to the materials and procedures of the Standards Initiative

Indicator F:   Creates an Action Plan with self-assessment procedures, goals, performance measures, responsibilities, and timeline for implementing the Standards Initiative 
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