National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL)
Release Date – December 15, 2005
When the NAAL reports are released on Thursday, December 15, you may get questions from local media.  In addition to the press release that is attached, use the bullets below to focus your messages about Adult Basic Education.
1. The NAALs provide national numbers about Adult Basic Education.  What is it like in Washington State?
a. We will get estimates from the NAALS in a few months and we will share those with you.  In the meantime, I can tell you that according to the 2000 Census:
i. Between 1990 and 2000, the non-English speaking, adult population more than doubled from 117,000 to 261,000.
ii. Out of all working-age adults in Washington, one-third has a high school diploma or less.
iii. One in six adults in Washington doesn’t have the skills to secure a livable wage job.
iv. If you combine the number of all the state’s working age adults with a high school education or less and younger people ages 18 to 24 who have less than a high school diploma, the number equals the total size of all high school graduating classes between 2000 and 2011.
v. If you want more detailed statistics, contact Suzy Ames at the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges at 360.704.4310.
2. Why didn’t our state get more detailed numbers?
a. A state sampling cost for the NAALs cost $725,000, which is too much money to take out of funds that were needed to provide services.

3. Why are there so many adults with limited skills?  Didn’t they already have a chance to learn?
a. Adults who went to school 10, 20, 30 years ago got the skills they needed for the jobs then.   Now the jobs require much higher skill sets, such as use of technology and complex problem solving.

b. Many of our residents immigrated to this country, speaking English as their second language.  They are the fastest growing populations in our state.
c. There are a lot of reasons why people need adult education.  When they are ready to learn, we need to provide the services they need to get livable wage jobs.

4. You have had adult education funding for years.  Haven’t your programs been successful?
a. We have been successful with those we have been able to serve.  With a growing ESL population and the continuing number of high school drop outs, resources have not kept up with demand.
b. We have met our state performance measures every year for the past five years.  We’ve also met federal performance standards four out of five times.  We’ve also started new programs, like integrating basic skills with vocational training, to do even better.
