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NCSDAE/NAEPDC 2011 National Training and Technical Assistance Assessment Institute
 (
INSTITUTE  WELCOME
)

NAEPDC and NCSDAE, the two national organizations for adult education state directors and their staff members, are committed to providing technical assistance and professional and resource development for our members.  To that end, this National Training and Technical Assistance Institute focuses on a critical issue facing our students, teachers, and program managers—easing student transitions to postsecondary education and training programs while avoiding developmental education.
This institute brings together all of the NRS assessment publishers along with the community college entrance assessment publishers to inform you of the role each plays in aiding student transitions while avoiding developmental studies.  We appreciate each of them being willing to participate and share information on their assessments and their plans for the future.
Kudos to Dr. Randy Whitfield (NC) and the members of the NAEPDC Professional Development Workgroup who designed this institute.  We appreciate their contributions in light of their many duties back in their home states.
I encourage you to become involved in committees and workgroups of our two organizations.  You will not only contribute to the growth of our field, but you will also learn much that will help you in your leadership and management roles in your state.
Whenever you have a need for information, resources, or technical assistance, feel free to call on any of our Executive Committee members or Lennox in the Washington office (lmclendon@naepdc.org; 804.314.6747)

Joanie Rethlake, Chair

 (
AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE
)

	
	Sunday, May 8
	Monday, May 9

	3:00 – 5:30 pm
Registration 

5:30 – 7:30 pm 
Welcome Reception sponsored by Steck Vaughn, NCSDAE, and NAEPDC
Cinnabar, 2nd Floor








	7:30 – 8:30 am
Registration

8:30 – 8:40 am
Welcome and Agenda Overview
Potomac 5 & 6 – Ballroom Level

8:40 – 9:40 am
Part I:  Panel of NRS Assessment Providers

9:40 – 10:10 am
Part II:  Panel of College Placement Test Providers

10:10 – 10:20 am
Break

10:20 – 10:50 am
Part III:  Assessment/Transition in Practice:  State Examples

11:00 – 11:45 am
Like-State Discussion Groups

11:45 am – 12:05 pm
Report Outs

12:15 – 1:30 pm
Lunch
The GAIN Speaker Series:  Assessing Adult Learners in the 21st Century:  Challenges, Innovations, and 
Future Directions"
Dr. Stephen Sireci
Potomac 1 & 2 – Ballroom Level

1:30 – 4:00 pm
NCSDAE Hill Visits
Assessment Networking Sessions

5:30 – 7:30 pm
Networking reception and reports from March on the Hill sponsored by CTB McGraw-Hill
Chesapeake Grill—Rooftop






 (
KEYNOTE  SPEAKER
)


Monday, May 9, 2011
Luncheon Speaker
The GAIN Speaker Series is proud to present
Dr. Stephen Sireci
Assessing Adult Learners in the 21st Century:  Challenges, Innovations, and Future Directions
Stephen G. Sireci, Ph.D. is Professor in the Research and Evaluation Methods doctoral program and Director of the Center for Educational Assessment in the School of Education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. He earned his Ph.D. in Psychometrics from Fordham University and his master and bachelor degrees in psychology from Loyola College in Maryland. Prior to UMASS, he was Senior Psychometrician at the GED Testing Service, Psychometrician for the Uniform CPA Exam, and Research Supervisor of Testing for the Newark NJ Board of Education. He is known for his research in evaluating and facilitating test fairness, particularly issues related to content validity, test bias, cross-lingual assessment, standard setting, and computer-based testing. 
He is the author of over 100 publications and conference papers. He currently serves or has served on numerous advisory boards including technical advisory committees for the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy, the Graduate Management Admissions Council, the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, the National Center for Educational Outcomes, the New England Comprehensive Assessment Program, and the departments of education in Puerto Rico, Maine, Montana, New Hampshire, and Texas. He is a Fellow of the American Educational Research Association, a Fellow of Division 5 of the American Psychological Association, and Co-Editor of the International Journal of Testing.  
Formerly, he was President of the Northeastern Educational Research Association, a Senior Scientist for the Gallup Organization, and a member of the Board of Directors for the National Council on Measurement in Education.  In 2003 he received the School of Education’s Outstanding Teacher Award, in 2007 he received the Chancellor’s Medal, which is the highest faculty honor at UMASS, and in 2009 he received the University’s award for Outstanding Accomplishments in Research and Creative Activity. Professor Sireci reviews articles for over a dozen professional journals and he is on the editorial boards of Applied Measurement in Education, Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice, Educational and Psychological Measurement, the European Journal of Psychological Assessment, and Psicothema.



 (
AGENDA
)


3:00—5:30 pm	Registration
5:30 – 7:30 pm	Reception sponsored by Steck Vaughn, NCSDAE, and NAEPDC
	Cinnabar – 2nd Floor


7:00 – 8:30 am	Registration
	Potomac 5 & 6, Ballroom Level

8:30 – 8:40 am	Welcome
	Joanie Rethlake, NAEPDC Chair

	Agenda Overview
	Dr. Randy Whitfield, NAEPDC Chair, Professional Development Committee

8:40 – 9:40 am	Part I:  Panel of NRS Assessment Providers
	Learn how the publishers of the NRS-approved standardized assessments are gearing up their tests to align with college readiness.  Representatives from MPA, TABE, CASAS, WorkKeys, GAIN, and BEST will discuss the skills being assessed, alignment with the Common Core, and crosswalks to college entrance assessments.
	Frank Finamore, BEST
	Linda Taylor, CASAS
	Bill Walker, GAIN
	Steve Sireci, MPA
	Mike Johnson, TABE
Barb Ciha, WorkKeys


9:40 – 10:10 am	Part II:  Panel of College Placement Test Providers
	Helping adult learners successfully transition to postsecondary education requires a clear understanding of the college placement exams they must take to enroll.  Representatives from Accuplacer and COMPASS will discuss the changes they foresee in college entrance testing, alignment with the common core, diagnostics, crosswalks to NRS approved assessments, and other pertinent issues.
Lisa Ward, American College Testing
	Keith Henry and Jonell Sanchez, The College Board

10:10 – 10:20 am	Break

10:20 – 10:50 am	Part III:  Assessment/Transition in Practice
	Learn how some states are using assessments to smooth the transition from adult education to community colleges.
	Texas: Joanie Rethlake
	North Carolina:  Randy Whitfield
	
11:00 – 11:45 am	Like-State Discussion Groups
	States will be divided based on their budget size and engage in a lively discussion of assessment/transition decision points and assessment resources needed to help students transition successfully into credit-bearing coursework.

11:45 am – 12:05 pm	Report Outs

12:05 – 1:30 pm		Lunch
	The GAIN Speaker Series: Assessing Adult Learners in the 21st Century:  Challenges, Innovations, and Future Directions"

		Keynote Speaker:   Dr. Stephen Sireci  
Potomac 1 & 2 – Ballroom Level

1:30 – 4:00 pm		NCSDAE Hill Visits
		State teams will visit their Congressional delegations to provide information on adult education progress and issues in their states.

		Assessment Networking Sessions
	Participants not making Hill visits are encouraged to continue networking with their colleagues on assessment issues and initiatives in their states.


5:30 – 7:30 pm	Networking Reception
	Wind down the day with a relaxing and informative networking session that includes reports from the March on the Hill visits.
	Sponsored by McGraw Hill and NCSDAE
	Chesapeake Grill - Rooftop


National Adult Education Professional Development Consortium, Inc.






NTI Group Discussions:

#1
Cheryl Engle
Kim Lee
Jaclyn Dowd
Jim Smith
Patricia Tyler
Wilda Theobald
Trenia Miles

#2
Val Fischer
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Toni Marra
Margaret Bowles
Melody Clegg
Brad Deeds
Art Ellison

#3
Jennifer Foster
Jeff Gove
Helene Grossman
Marcia Hess
Michelle Carson
Beverly Smith
Reecie Stagnolia
Randy Whitfield













#4
Janet Hoover
Karen Scheid
Marilyn Schmidt
Virginia Seltenright
Pam Blundell
Sherry Brown
Carla DeBose
Mario Villafranca

#5
Marty Kelly
Karen Liersch
Deborah Miyao
Sharon Parker
Joanie Rethlake
Anne Serino
Vicki Bauer
Stephanie Curtis
Barry Shaffer


SIDE BY SIDE COMPARISION OF NRS ASSESSMENTS

	
	BEST Plus
	BEST Literacy
	CASAS
	GAIN
	MAPT
	TABE
	TABE CLASE-E

	Publisher
	Center for Applied Linguistics
	Center for Applied Linguistics
	CASAS
	
	
	
	

	Presenter
	Frank Finamore, 
CAL  
202-362-0700
frank@cal.org


	Linda Taylor	
800-255-1036, ext. 186
ltaylor@casas.org

	Bill Walker-contact	
512-401-6761
bill.walker@wonderlic.com

	Stephen G. Sireci
413-545-0564
sireci@acad.umass.edu

	Mike Johnson	
630-789-4586
michaeld_johnson@ctb.com


	﻿Areas Assessed
	Speaking and Listening



	Reading and writing
	Reading, Listening, Math, Writing
	ABE/ASE NRS Levels 1-6
English, reading, mathematics
	Mathematics and Numeracy;
Reading
	Adult ABE/ASE – 
Reading
Applied Math
Math Computation
Language
Language Mechanics
Vocabulary
Spelling
Algebra
Geometry
Science 
Social Studies
Writing

	Adult ESL –
Reading
Listening
Writing
Speaking

	﻿Format (e.g., paper, computer, internet
	Computer-adaptive and semi-adaptive print-based versions.

A network version and a flash drive version are also available.



	Paper and pencil
	Paper, Computer 
(Online July 1, 2011) 
	1)Paper/pencil 
2) Online Internet.  

Multiple choice
	Computerized-administered via Internet; multistage, computerized-adaptive
	Paper and Pencil
Local Network (TABE PC)
Online (TABE Online)
Adaptive (TABE Adaptive – 2011)

	Paper and Pencil
Online (TABE CLAS-E Online 2011)

	﻿Test Length 
	3 to 20 minutes depending on proficiency level of examinee
	Examinees allowed up to 60 minutes to complete the test.
	· Reading, Math – Approximately 45-60 minutes
· Listening 40 - 50 minutes (varies by level)
· Writing – Timed, 30 minutes
	1) English/reading:  45 minutes—80 questions
2) Math:  45 minutes—75 questions
	40 items:  Untimed, recommended time is 60 minutes
	Levels E, M, D&A

#items/time

Complete Battery
CORE(NRS)
Reading 50/ :50
Math Comp 40/ :24
Applied Math 50/ :50
Language  55/ :55
Optional
Lang. Mech. 20/ : 14
Vocabulary 20/ :14
Spelling 20/ :10
Total 255/ 3:37

Survey
Reading 25/ :25
Math Comp. 25/ :15
Applied Math 25/ :25
Language 25/ :25
Lang. Mech 20/ :14
Vocabulary 20/ :14
Spelling 20/ :10
Total 160/ 2:08

	Levels 1,2,3&4

#items/time

Reading 25/ :25
Listening 25/ :20
Writing 20/ :20
Expository 
  Writing  5/  :27
Speaking 16/  :15

	Target Audience﻿
	Adults learning English in the US

	Adults learning English in the US

	· Reading and Writing  – ESL, ABE, and ASE
· Math – ABE and ASE
· Listening – ESL
	ABE/ASE NRS Levels 1-6
	Adult basic education students EFLs Beginning Adult Basic Education through High Adult Secondary Education
	ABE/ASE
	ESL

	﻿Test Versions 	

	The computer-adaptive version allows for multiple pre- and postteting situations.

The semi-adaptive print-based version has three parallel forms: A, B, and C. Each form contains a locator and 3 sublevels (low, intermediate, advanced). 
	Three parallel forms: B, C, and D.
	· Life And Work Series
· Employability Competency System (ECS) Series
· Life Skills Series
· Functional Writing
(All NRS Levels)
	1) English/reading Forms A & B
2) Math
 Forms  A & B

Paper/pencil and online
	2 Parallel panels (3 available in FY2012)
	TABE 9 & 10
	TABE CLAS-E A & B

	Test Delivery  (group, individual)﻿
	Individual
	Group or individual
	Designed for group or
individual administration
	Individual and group
	Individual, but can be administered to groups when more than one computer is available.
	Group Administration: all tests
	Group Administration: Reading, Listening and Writing

Individual Administration: Speaking.

	Test Location
	Administered locally
	Administered locally
	Paper Delivered – Local agency administration
Computer Delivered - Local agency administration using CASAS software (eTests)
	Paper/pencil version: classroom, student orientation center, off-site locations
Internet version:  computer workstation & laptop with Internet access
	ABE Program.  Available on any computer with Internet access and with authorized login.
	
	

	Use of Calculators
(4-function, graphic
or scientific)
	Not applicable
	Not applicable
	Not permitted
	 
Not allowed
	Calculator provided on screen for items on which calculator is permitted.
	Permissible for Applied Math
	N/A

	Scoring
(hand, computer, etc)
	Computer-adaptive is scored automatically during administration by a trained test administrator.

Semi-adaptive print-based is scored by hand by a trained test administrator and requires conversion of raw scores into scale scores using the 
Score Management Software received at training.
	Hand scored using a scoring sheet and writing rubric (included with Test Manual). 

Conversion charts can be found in the Test Manual.
	Option 1: Hand tally
Option 2: Scanner and PC scoring (TOPSPro) - results available shortly after testing is completed.
Option 3: Automated Computer Scoring (eTests) – immediate results.
	Option 1:  Instant scoring for Internet version.
Option 2:  Template scoring for Internet version
Option 3:  Fax-back scoring for paper/pencil version
Option 4:  Mail-back scoring for paper/pencil version
	Computer
	Hand Scoring, SCOREZE, Machine Scanned, Computer (LAN and Online)
	Hand Scoring, SCOREZE, Machine Scanned

	Reports
	Score reports with the scale score, Student Performance Level (SPL), and student averages are generated upon completion of test or after the print-based raw scores have been entered into Score Management Software.

Test administrators can also view score reports by lists of students, classes, sites, and test administrators.
	The scoring sheet provides scale scores for reading and writing, the total scale score, Student Performance Level (SPL), and NRS Level.
	For Students, Teacher/ Class, and Program: 
· Demographics (9 reports)
· Learning Gains (9)
· Competencies and Content Standards (22)
· Student Test Summary and Hours of Instruction (7)
State: 
Performance and Goals, Benchmarks, Certification
Federal: NRS Federal Tables, Persistence
Data Management: Integrity, Audit, Monitoring (8)

All reports available at no cost with purchase of TOPspro –contact CASAS for pricing.

Research Reports available at www.casas.org addressing predictive validity (e.g., GED), persistence, learning gains, and promising practices.




	One page report provides individual student and group reports summarizing pre- and post-test data including NRS level gains and scale score gains in graphic presentations.  Grade level equivalency, individual skill diagnostics,  and learning prescriptions allow students to participate in setting their learning plans
	Individual Student Score Report-Math;
Individual Student Score Report-Reading;
Class Score Report-Math; Class Score Report-Reading; Math and Reading reports can be produced for customized lists of students.  All reports tied to curriculum frameworks.
	Individual Profile
Group Report
Item Analysis
Prescriptive Report     (Contemporary & Steck Vaughn)
Pre/Post Report
Predicted GED
Lexile Reports (Free)
	Individual Profile
Group Report
Item Analysis
Prescriptive Report -  (McGraw-Hill All-Star)
Pre/Post Report
Predicted TABE report


	Cost per 100 students
	We omitted this element.  There were so many variables related to costs for differing formats that made comparison difficult or misleading. 

	Special Features
	Training is required to administer both the computer –adaptive and semi-adaptive print-based versions.

CAL offers a train-the-trainer program to allow programs and states flexibility for training and professional development.

A Scoring Refresher Toolkit is also available for states and programs to recalibrate their test administrators on a periodic basis.

BEST Plus is aligned to both the NRS Levels and the Student Performance Levels which range from 0 (no English ability) to 10 (that of a native speaker) allowing the test to assess the full range of proficiency and providing useful information to inform instruction.
	No formal training is required by the publisher. 

Programs must purchase and have available at least one copy of the BEST Literacy Test Manual.

BEST Literacy is aligned to both the NRS Levels but also the Student Performance Levels which range from 0 (no English ability) to 8 which provides useful information to inform instruction.

Programs can use student writing samples as a calibration activity with the rubric in the Test Manual.
	· Braille, Large Print & Audio versions
· QuickSearch – free online application for instructional planning
· Teacher Handbooks – ESL, ABE, and ASE
· Self-paced online distance training for use of CASAS tests and software applications (free )
	1) Only test developed to mirror the content standards of NRS Levels 1-6.
2) Streamlined, simple test administration—
a) one test booklet for all learners, and
b) 90-minute testing session.
3) Instant scoring and reporting with student learning prescriptions provided.
3) No locator or appraisal test.
4) Web-based tools for easy student tracking, documentation and portability of student data. 
5) Seamless transfer of student data to state database.
6) Simplified pricing—no ala carte pricing.
7) Training and certification offered weekly at no charge.
8) Reduces labor costs associated with assessment.
	Developed by ABE practitioners and piloted on ABE students; Difficulty of exam adapts to performance of learner; Computer basics tutorial; practice tests; Training materials; test administration materials; Supports different screen resolutions including magnification.
	Adaptive, Large Print, Braille & Audio Versions
	Large Print versions





 NOTE:  Accuplacer information is generally accupate but the compairsons are not endorsed by the College Board


SIDE BY SIDE COMPARISION OF COLLEGE ENTRANCE ASSESSMENTS

	
	COMPASS
	ASSET
	Accuplacer

	Publisher
	ACT, Inc., Placement Assessment Programs, Davidsen Building, 500 ACT Drive, PO Box 168, Iowa City, Iowa 52243-0168, Phone (319)337-1030,
FAX (319)337-1790
	The College Board, 45
Columbus Ave., New York, NY 10023- 6992, 
Phone (405)842-9891, 
FAX (405)842-9894

	Presenter
	Lisa Ward		lisa.ward@act.org 
Director, Association Relations
ACT, Inc.
One Dupont Circle, Suite 340
Washington, DC 20036
Office: 202.223.2318 

Contact: John Roth (ACT Headquarters)/ Frank Potter (Southeast Regional Office)
John.roth@act.org / frank.potter@act.org

	Keith Henry	
Mobile: (347) 541‑0927; 
Office: (630) 847‑7250;  khenry@collegeboard.org

"Sanchez, Jonell" JSanchez@collegeboard.org


	﻿Areas Assessed
	Placement Tests: Writing Skills, Reading, Mathematics (Prealgebra/Numerical Skills, Algebra, College Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry); 
Diagnostic Tests:(Prealgebra/Algebra (15 areas); Writing Skills (8 areas); Reading (3 areas); 
ESL Placement: (Reading, Grammar/Usage, Listening); 

Writing Production Placement Tests: with computerized scoring (e-Write and ESL e-Write, 
	Placement Tests: Reading, Writing Skills, Numerical Skills, Elementary Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Colleges Algebra 
	Reading Comprehension, Sentence 
Skills, Arithmetic

	﻿Format
	 (multiple choice) and essay automated scoring (e-Write and ESL e-Write). Internet-based.
	Paper and pencil (multiple choice). Scoring is  Windows 95 or 98
compatible. Stand alone PC, no networking
	Computer adaptive or
online (multiple
choice)

	﻿Test Length 
	Untimed, approximately 1and 1/2 hours 
	Timed, approximately 1 hour 40 minutes 
	Untimed, approximately
1½ hours

	Target Audience﻿
	Students, including returning adults,  who are entering postsecondary education (or preparing during high school) 
	Students entering postsecondary education
	Students entering postsecondary education

	﻿Test Versions 	

	Internet Version 	
	Four separate test forms: B2, C2, D2 and E2 	
	Online delivery

	Test Delivery﻿
	Designed for group or
individual administration
	Designed for group administration (Optional: may be administered individually)
	Designed for group or
individual administration


	Test Location
	On computer licensed to access  COMPASS system 
	Materials are portable
	On any computer with internet access

	Use of Calculators
(4-function, graphic
or scientific)
	Allowed during all mathematics
segments
	Allowed only during
Elementary Algebra,
Intermediate Algebra,
College Algebra and
Geometry tests
	Pop-up calculator is
available onscreen
for problems on
which it is appropriate.

	Scoring
	Instantly scored by COMPASS system, with scores and local “what to do next” messages on Student Report printed immediately after testing. Internet version stores data on ACT server
	Option 1: Self-scoring test forms; hand tally.
Option 2: Machine score with scanner (no software required).
Option 3: Scanner and PC scoring.
All versions: Results available shortly after testing is complete.
	Scored by Accuplacer.
Software. Scores available immediately after testing. Internet version stores data
on College Board server.

	Reports
	Locally Generated by COMPASS System on Demand (using database and search capabilities built into COMPASS):
-Student Advising Report (individual report of results and locally developed prescriptions/messages as to “what to do next”
-Placement Summary Report
-Customized List Report
-Uploading of Data to Local or State Student Information Databases



Generated by ACT:
Entering Student Descriptive
Report (no charge)

Returning Student Retention
Report (no charge)

Course Placement Service (standard and ESL; $265 for 10 analyses)

ESL Validity Study
	Locally Generated by ASSET System on Demand (using database and search capabilities built into ASSET Scanning/Scoring/ Reporting software):
-Student Advising Report (individual report of results and locally developed prescriptions/messages as to “what to do next”
-Placement Summary Report
-List Reports
-Uploading of Data to Local or State Student Information Databases

Generated by ACT:
Entering Student Descriptive
Report (no charge)

Returning Student Retention
Report (no charge)

Course Placement Service ($265 for 10 analyses)


	Score roster

Course roster

Placement roster

Individual report

Background reporting
option (demographics)

Enhanced customized
reports

	
Cost per 100 students
	
No annual fee per campus
3.4 test units per person tested with Reading, Writing Skills, Mathematics
@ $1.66 per unit base price  = $5.65 per student; reduced prices for purchases of  5,000 or more units in an order (enough units to test 1,500 students); additional state-level purchase plans with reduced unit prices
(Retests = ½ unit  per
test area)
Total for 100 students
testing one time = $565 through  8/31/12
	
Option 1:  (self score):
Test booklets = $44 for package of 25 reuseable test booklets
Answer sets @$4.15 each 
Total for 100 students
testing one time in groups of 25 = $459
Option 2: (machine
score/scanner): Test
booklets = $44 for package of 25 reuseable test booklets
Answer sets @$4.15 each =
$415 per 100 students
Total for 100 students
testing one
time in groups of 25 = $459
Option 3: (scanner/PC
scoring): Test booklets
= 44 for package of 25 reuseable test booklets
Software license = No fee
Answer sets = @ $4.85 each; $485 per 100 students
Total for 100 students testing one
time in groups of 25 = $529
	
No annual fee or software
cost.
$1.45 per unit, 3 units
per person per testing
administration
Must purchase minimum
of 100 units, but
administration may be
spread across multiple
campuses of same
district.
Total for 100 students
testing one
time
$1.45 x 3 x 100 = $435

	Special Features
	Braille, Large Print & Audio versions available, Summer, 2011

COMPASS Consultant Specialists in Each ACT Regional Office (no charge for services)

COMPASS to TABE concordance


For locations of ACT Regional Offices, go to:
http://www.act.org/contacts/field.html
	Braille, Large Print & Audio versions available

ASSET Consultant Specialists in Each ACT Regional Office (no charge for services)

ASSET to COMPASS concordance; COMPASS to TABE concordance

For locations of ACT Regional Offices, go to:
http://www.act.org/contacts/field.html
	Braille, Large Print &
Audio versions
Available

Self-leveling difficulty
of questions based
on right or wrong
answers

TABE score crosswalks

	
	
	
	








NAEPDC and NCSDAE truly appreciate the support of our sponsors for the 2011 National Training Institute.

Opening Reception
Sunday, May 8




Luncheon Speaker
Monday, May 9





Networking Reception
Monday, May 9
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